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INTRODUCTION 
 
This chapter is an extract from ‘Long Walk to Freedom’ which is the famous autobiography of Nelson Mandela, 

one of the leading figures of the world. In the autobiography, Nelson Mandela provides a thought-provoking 

insight into political and social emancipation. He extensively talks about the system of government, the strength 

of courage, the power of love and the shallowness of hatred. He also says that freedom is essential for human 

dignity and oppression is a tormentor that decimates the dignity and identity of races . He believes that oppressors 

too must be liberated from the chains of hatred. 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 
Nelson Mandela, a world renowned anti-apartheid activist was the first black president of South Africa. After 

more than 3 centuries of white rule, South Africa celebrated its first democratic non-racial government. Being 

affirmed in, Mandela said radiantly, ‘Never again shall it be that this beautiful land will experience the oppression 

of one by another’. He admires the freedom fighters like Oliver Tambo, Luthuli and Yusuf Dadoo and pays a 

tribute to thousands of people who sacrificed their lives for freedom. He believed that it is not the absence of fear 

but the victory over it that counts most. Every human has a right to live rather than to be harassed on basis of their 

race. He believed that every man has a right to freedom and the day this was achieved it was a great day noted in 

history. 
 
 

MESSAGE 
 
Everybody whether human or other creatures want to live free as freedom is natural to all living beings. The value 

of freedom is better known to that human being who has not tasted it till he gets it. A person who is chained 

within limits, judged on his race and not allowed to perform his duties freely, values freedom more than anyone 

else. There is no growth of civilization till one has the right to freedom. Humanism grows in the atmosphere of 

freedom. 

 

A. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1. The ceremonies took place in the lovely sandstone amphitheatre formed by Union Buildings in 

Pretoria. For decades this had been the seat of white supremacy, and now it was the site of a rainbow 

gathering of different colours and nations for the installation of   
South Africa’s first democratic, non -racial government. 

 
(a) Which ‘ceremonies’ are referred to here? 
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          b) What does ‘rainbow gathering’ mean?                                                                                 

c)Where did the ceremonies take place? 

 

 
2. On that lovely autumn day, I was accompanied by my daughter Zenani. On the podium, Mr. De Klerk 

was first sworn in as Second Deputy President. Then Thabo Mbeki was sworn in as First Deputy 

President. When it was my turn, I pledged to obey and uphold the Constitution and to devote myself to 

the well -being of its people. 
 

(a) Who is the speaker of these lines? 
 

(b) What oath did the speaker take? 
 

(c) In which capacity did the speaker take the oath? 
 

3. It was not only a display of pinpoint precision and military force but a demonstration of the military’s 

loyalty to democracy, to a new government that had been freely and fairly elected. Only moments before, 

the highest generals of the South African defence force and police, their chests bedecked with ribbons and 

medals from days gone by, saluted me and pledged their loyalty. 
 

 

(a) What type of government was chosen in South Africa? 
 

(b) How was it chosen? 
 

(c) What did the military generals do? 
 
B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words. 

 
1. Describe the views of Mandela for the black people who fought and sacrificed their lives for the 

country’s political independence. 
 

2. What ‘twin obligation’ does Nelson Mandela mention? 

 

3. How did Mandela’s ‘Hunger for Freedom’ change his life? 
 

4. What did Nelson Mandela pledge when he was sworn in as the President? 
 

5. What did Mandela think about the ‘oppressor’ and ‘oppressed’? 
 
C. Answer the following question in 100-120 words. 
 

1.How did Nelson Mandela’s understanding of freedom change with age and experience? 

 


